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FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
Greetings Minneapolis Valley.

First, we at your Minneapolis SUN would like to extend a hearty congratulations to the 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General of our Orient (and our Valley’s very own), Tony 
Krall, on his installation as Most Worshipful Grandmaster of Masons in Minnesota! The 
installation occurred during Grand Lodge Communication on Saturday April 9, 2022. 
We hope your year will be a good one!

We also want to announce the return of a regular column to the SUN. For decades, the 
SUN always featured an article from Minnesota DeMolay since the organization is close-
ly tied to our own. For years, our august publication has not had a DeMolay section. We 
are happy to say we are rectifying that mistake starting with this issue! DeMolay is an 
important counterpart to the Scottish Rite, and now we will have greater visibility in the 
activities of our youth.

The commitment your Minneapolis SUN made to this Valley is that we will constantly 
adapt and evolve to meet the needs of our brethren. We will always strive to give you 
content that you will find interesting and relevant. If ever there is a request for addition-
al or different content, please do not hesitate to contact the Editor.

Sincerely,

Mark Evan Prewett, 32º M⸫R⸫S⸫
Editor for the SUN
sun@scottish-rite-mpls.org 
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RITUAL CORNER
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Greetings Scottish Rite Brethren,

The Spring class is rolling along and there have been some great degrees so far with 
more yet to come. We have finished the degrees of the Chapter Rose Croix and are now 
working through the degrees of the Council of Knights Kadosh which have some of my 
favorite degrees. 

Let us look back at the beginning of the Chapter Rose Croix degrees, the 15th degree, 
Knight of the East, of the Sword, or of the Eagle. In this degree we find Prince Zerubbabel 
beseeching the Babylonian King Cyrus to free the people of Israel. This degree teaches 
Fidelity to trust, honor, and duty. It also teaches Perseverance and constancy under 
difficulties and discouragements. Albert Pike states, 

[O]ne of those laws, uttered by God’s voice, and speaking through every nerve 
and fiber, every force and element, of the moral constitution, He has given us, 
is that we must be upright and virtuous; that if tempted we must resist,; that we 
must govern our unruly passions, and hold in hand our sensual appetites . . . .

(Morals and Dogma, pg. 239).

Please join use for the degrees of the Spring class. Learn the lessons of the degrees. There 
are some profound lessons to be learned and these degrees demonstrate those lessons in 
spectacular fashion. See you at the Rite!

Fraternally,



Lee E. Kielblock, 33°  I⸫G⸫H⸫
Ritual Director, Minneapolis Valley

DEMOLAY
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It started with a phone call. Such a call came in January of 1919. As Frank answered 
the telephone, he recognized the voice of Sam Freet a newly installed Senior War-

den of Ivanhoe Lodge. “Frank, I have a favor to ask. One of our members, Elmer E. 
Lower, who had been initiated as a Fellow Craft, died a year ago. Could you find a 
part-time job for the oldest boy, Louis? He is one of the finest young men I have ever 
seen.” “Sam, you called at just the right time. I would be glad to talk to this boy. Send 
Louis to me, say after school tomorrow if you can arrange it. I shall look forward to 
meeting him.”  The individual, Frank in the conversation, was Frank S. Land, at the 
time he was serving as the Social Services Director of the Kansas City Scottish Rite in 
Missouri. The next afternoon Louis arrived promptly for his interview. Shaking hands 
with this youth brought a response to Land that seemed to blend them into a common 
experience that would unite them for years to come. Louis radiated honesty of charac-
ter, a natural aptitude for leadership, and the grace of movement of the athlete. Frank 
thought, “If I had a son, I would want him to be just like this lad.” Not a lost friend, 
but a new young friend. This boy I talked to today is tremendous. One of the finest 
young men I have ever met. He is going to work with me in the office and I know I 
shall enjoy having him around.

At the first gathering of establishing the Order of DeMolay, Frank Land stated, “This 
year I am serving as the head of one of the Masonic Groups. I am the Commander 
for the DeMolay Council of Kadosh. There are many names and stories directly con-
nected with Masonry, but I think I should tell you about the last leader of the Knights 
Templar. His name was Jacques DeMolay or as they say in history books, James of 
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Molay.” The story and the name caught the imagination of the boys. Here was her-
oism. Here was a great example of loyalty and of courage.  Here was a theme from 
knighthood and chivalry, at its best, and the name of a martyr to fidelity and toleration. 
The boys were ready without further consideration to accept this name as the name of 
the group.

March 24, 1919, was the day in history that launched the Order of DeMolay. During 
the next few years, however, the date of March 18, the date in the past that had wit-
nessed the death of Jacques DeMolay, came to be more frequently used.

Thirty-one boys, all from the same high school, came to the Scottish Rite Temple that 
night. Frank Land made each boy welcome and then briefly explained his ideas of a 
Club. Land said, “This is your meeting. I will serve as an Advisor, but it is your meet-
ing. Why not proceed with an organization and elect a few officers? I will take charge 
until you have completed your election.”

During the next few months, the group grew in numbers, in activities and interest. 
DeMolay continued its growth, initiating new members and instituting new chapters 
in all states of the continental USA. DeMolay then crossed the oceans, and the or-
ganization was developed in many foreign countries. Thousands upon thousands of 
young men have had their life enriched by being members in the Order of DeMolay. 
Next time the story about the first DeMolay Chapter established in Minnesota with the 
Scottish Rite as its Sponsoring Body.

Mark Hailer, 33º I⸫G⸫H⸫

(Article edited from the history of DeMolay from DeMolay International)

WRITERS WANTED!
Have an article idea?

Send all submissions to sun@scottish-rite-mpls.org!

Want to join the Scottish Rite communications committee?
Contact WB Stephen Kesler, 32º K⸫C⸫C⸫H⸫ at 
communications@aasrmn.org

mailto:%20sun%40scottish-rite-mpls.org?subject=Article
mailto:communications%40aasrmn.org?subject=Interested%20in%20Joining%20Communications


FROM THE CONSISTORY
Greetings Brethren,

I recently had the pleasure of attending the Ceremony of Remembrance and Renew-
al, hosted by the Chapter Rose Croix of our Minneapolis Valley. The ceremony was 
touching and a wonderful tribute to the Scottish Rite Brethren of our Valley who laid 
down their working tools, and passed to the Celestial Lodge above. It was a wonderful 
evening to spend in fellowship with Scottish Rite Brothers and their families.

The special events held each year by the four Bodies of the Scottish Rite are a great 
way to spend social time with our Brothers. Each Thursday we see our Brothers hard 
at work to present the degrees to our candidates in the class. It is great to work side by 
side on Thursday evenings. The events hosted by the four bodies are a way to spend 
time with these same Brothers without the usual hard work of our Thursday evenings. 
They give us a chance to talk and enjoy the company of our Brothers, enjoy a good 
meal, and celebrate the Scottish Rite.

On Thursday, May 12, 2022, we all have another opportunity to experience another 
special event and spend time with our Scottish Rite Brothers and their families. The 
Consistory of the Minneapolis Valley is hosting the Scottie Awards to honor the hard 
work of our Brothers at the Valley. As in the past, we will have a delicious dinner pre-
pared by SGIG Emeritus Jerry Oliver and his crew. There will also be the  awards cer-
emony for the winners of the different awards for Best Actor, Degree of the Year, and 
a Lifetime Achievement Award for a deserving Brother. The night is always full of 
smiles and laughs and is a great way to celebrate and enjoy the company of our Broth-
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ers.

I hope you will be able to join me and the Consistory Officers as we host this gala 
event and bring some extra fun and happiness to our Scottish Rite Brothers and their 
families.  

Fraternally,

Lee E. Kielblock, 33°  I⸫G⸫H⸫
Master of Kadosh
Minneapolis Valley Consistory

FROM THE TYLER’S DESK
The first stop for anyone entering our beautiful Minneapolis Valley building is the Ty-
ler’s desk.  In addition to offering a warm greeting to all who enter, the Tylers are now 
also responsible for checking in those who enter the building so the secretary has a 
full and accurate record of everyone who attended each event. 

To help the Tylers avoid traffic jams during the peak times before dinner and degrees, 
please be sure to have your Scottish Right membership card ready to go.  The Tylers 
are able to scan the barcode from either your card or from an image, if you prefer to 
keep it on your phone.

We are also looking for volunteers to join the Tyler Team.  If you want to give back to 
the Rite, are looking for a reason to come down for Thursday Rite Night or just like to 
meet and greet our membership as they arrive, this is a wonderful opportunity.  It isn’t 
even a big commitment.  You are welcome to join us, even if you can only help once 
or twice during the year.
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WHEN IS A MAN A MASON?

When we can look out over the rivers, the hills, and the far horizon with a profound 
sense of his own littleness, in the vast scheme of things, and yet have faith, hope 

and courage, which is the root of every virtue. When he knows that down in his heart 
every man is as noble, as vile, as divine, as diabolic and as lonely as himself, and seeks 
to know, to forgive and to love his fellow man. When he knows how to sympathize with 
men in their sorrows, yea-even in their sins, —knowing that each man fights a hard fight 
against great odds. When hew has learned how to make friends and to keep them, and 
above all how to keep friends with himself. When he loves flowers, can hunt the birds 
without a gun, and feels the thrill of an old forgotten joy when he hears the voice of a 
little child. When he can be happy and high-minded amid the meaner drudgeries of life. 
When star crowned trees and the glint of sunlight on flowing waters, subdue him, like 
the thought of one much loved and long dead. When no voice of distress reaches his ears 
in vain, and no hand seeks his aid without response. When he finds good in every faith 
that helps any man lay hold of divine things and sees majestic meanings in life, whatever 
that faith may be. When he can look into a wayside puddle and see something beyond 
mud, and into the face of the most forlorn fellow mortal and see something beyond sin. 

If you are interested in helping out, please stop by the Tyler’s desk and let us know.  
You can also feel free to contact me directly.  All volunteers are welcome.

Fraternally,

Paul Hodnefield, 32º M⸫R⸫S⸫
Chair, Tyler Committee
Minneapolis Valley



When he knows how to pray, how to hope, how to love. When he has kept faith with 
himself, with his fellow man, with his God. In his hand a sword for evil, in his heart a 
bit of a song, glad to live but not afraid to die! Such a man has found the only real secret 
of Masonry and the one which it is trying to give to all the world.

Rev. Joseph Fort Newton

(Republished in the Golden Jubilee edition of the Minneapolis SUN in June, 1923).
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LIBRARY NOTES
Greetings Brethren,

Here is a sample of our newspaper collection. This is one of a few dozen span-
ning the early 1600’s to the Civil War. 

Peter Tomlinson, 32º K⸫C⸫C⸫H⸫
Librarian & Museum Curator

Below is a transcription of the first article in the June 28, 1788 edition of the Massa-
chusetts Centinel:

Commonwealth of MASSACHUSETTS.
By His EXCELLENCY
John Hancock, Esquire,
Governour of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
A PROCLAMATION,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry_in_Spain#Condemnation_and_persecution
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For apprehending Captain Adolph Frederick Dahlberg, native of Calmer, in Swe-
den.

WHEREAS it has been represented by Mr. Dumas, Charge des Affairs, from the 
United States of America, to the States-General, agreeably to the request of 

his Excellency Schultz Van Ascheraden, Envoy Extraordinary from his Majesty the 
King of Sweden, “that Captain Adolph Frederick Dahlberg, commanding the Mer-
chant ship (formerly Corvette) called the Marie Elizabeth, belong to the Sieur Adolph 
Roxendorff, in the King’s service, was sailing the seas in the fraudulent manner, and 
run away with his ship, and requesting that effectual measures may be taken to de-
tect him.” And whereas duty as well as interest call loudly upon the inhabitants of this 
Commonwealth, to afford every assistance in their power to the subjects of our good 
Ally, his Majesty the King of Sweden : 

I have therefore thought fit, at the request of the two Branches of the Legislature, to 
issue this Proclamation, hereby requiring all officers civil and military, and all other 
good subjects within this Commonwealth, to use their utmost endeavours for the dis-
covering and procuring the arrest of the said Adolph Frederick Dalhberg, and his ves-
sel, should he enter any of the ports in this Commonwealth ; the sequestration of his 
effects and the conveyance of his person and ship to the custody of the Swedish gov-
ernment in the Island of St. Bartholomew in the West-Indies.

Said Dahlberg is a native of Calmer in Sweden, rather short than tall, of a dark brown 
complexion, his hair brown, approaching to black, his eyes deep set in his head, being 
moreover heavy and fat. The ship built partly of oak and partly of pine, carrying about 
twenty-two lasts, and was formerly built to serve as a sloop of war ; she was painted 
black when she sailed from Calmer, and has the image of a young lady for her head, 
called the Marie Elizabeth as aforesaid.

And for the encouragement of such persons as shall apprehend the said Dahlberg, and 
render him to justice as aforesaid, it is hereby declared, that upon apprehending the 
said Dahlberg, and conveying him to the port aforesaid, the said Envoy Extraordinary 
has promised a perfect reciprocity, whenever similar case shall happen. And all per-
sons whatsoever are hereby strictly commanded not to harbour, entertain or conceal 
the said Dahlberg, as they will answer the contrary at their peril, and avoid the penal-
ties in that case by law required.

GIVEN at Council-Chamber, in Boston, the twenty-fourth day of June, in the year of 
our LORD, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eighty, and in the Twelfth year of 
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the INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

JOHN HANCOCK.
By his Excellency’s Command,
John Avery, jun. Secretary.
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KNOW A MASON READY TO JOIN?

PETITION FOR DEGREES

KNIGHTS OF SAINT ANDREW
Greetings from the Knights of St. Andrew!

As always, the Knights of St. Andrew (KSA) stand by to assist the Minneapolis Valley 
when help is needed to put on degrees or special events.  Since the beginning of 2022, 
the KSA has helped out in various areas around the Rite, including the Renewal and 
Remembrance event.  We will also be filling in where needed with the upcoming Re-
union.

A couple of tips for requesting KSA assistance.  The first and most important is to re-
quest the KSA’s help at the earliest opportunity.  This ensures we have time to plan 
ahead for volunteers.  The second tip is to consider other sources of assistance with 
events.  While the KSA is always willing to help, our numbers can be limited at times. 
Organizations such as DeMolay or Job’s Daughters may be a good choice for certain 
needs, especially for events in the dining room.  They often welcome the opportunity 
to help out the Minneapolis Valley and can certainly use our support.

As a reminder, anyone can contact the KSA to request assistance with a Minneapolis 
Valley event or to get more information about the organization at 

https://scottish-rite-mpls.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AASR_Petition_Degrees_2018.pdf
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ksa@scottish-rite-mpls.org.  One of the KSA officers will respond promptly to your 
email.

The KSA is always looking for new members who want a chance to be more involved 
with the Rite.  It is the ideal situation for those who want to contribute but may not 
be able to participate on a regular basis.  Anyone interested can email the KSA at the 
address above.

Fraternally,

Paul Hodnefield, 32º M⸫R⸫S⸫
Senior Warden, Knights of St. Andrew

A GOOD TEAM MAKES A GREAT EXPERIENCE

As another degree cycle comes to a close and we begin to approach a much-enjoyed 
summer break, I find myself reflecting on all the work that goes into making “Rite 

Night” happen. From the Tylers that greet you at the door, to dinner, to the degrees and 
the office work going on behind the scenes, the Scottish Rite is an incredible production, 
and it takes many great teams to pull it off.

This is certainly true on the education committee, where members of the team are preparing 
all week to be able to present the information and facilitate the discussions that lead to 
deeper understanding of the degrees of the Scottish Rite. Studying materials from multiple 

mailto:ksa%40scottish-rite-mpls.org?subject=
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sources like Morals and Dogma, Clausen’s Commentaries and The Journey of the Elu to 
Enlightenment, as well as the prologues and degree scripts, is necessary to have command 
over the subject matter and lead the thought-provoking discussions our candidates enjoy. 
This command becomes especially important when degree performances are running 
behind schedule, and we find we have some unexpected time to fill until we are ready 
for the next ritual.

Thankfully, we have some excellent members on our education committee at the 
Minneapolis Valley, who handle the work brilliantly and make it looks easy. As someone 
who avoids running the class, I assure you it is not. It takes a lot of time and knowledge 
to be adequately prepared to facilitate these degree discussions. Please know, if I were 
a committee of one, as my predecessor was before me, our education offerings would 
not be half as good. So next time you see a member of our education team, or anyone 
else working at the Minneapolis Valley, make sure you say thanks! Because without all 
the good teams we have, we would not have such a great experience at the Minneapolis 
Valley.

Fraternally,

M. Justin Thompson, 32º M⸫R⸫S⸫
Education Committee
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“As Hirman slept, the widow’s son, So doth 
our Brother take his rest;

Life’s battles fought, life’s duties done;
His faults forgot, his work confessed;
So let him sleep that dreamless sleep,

Our sorrows, clustering sound his head,
Be comforted, ye loved who weep,

He lives with God. He is not dead.”

George R. Hable - December 31, 2021
Ronald E. Holtmeier - February 14, 2022

James A. Jadwin - March 6, 2022
David S. Quammen - December 30, 2021

Robert R. Reid - January 24, 2021
Burton T. Reitan - August 26, 2021

Gary T. Reynolds, 32º K⸫C⸫C⸫H⸫ - June 17, 2021
Thomas A. Richardson - February 21, 2022

Robert J. Schon - March 29, 2022
Darryl A. Transgrud - October 25, 2021


